Mucocutaneous manifestations of secondary syphilis in north Indian patients: a changing scenario?
During the 1990s, no studies of various clinical presentations of syphilis have been published in the indexed literature. However, a change in the clinical profile of secondary syphilis was expected during the last decade with the rapid spread of the HIV epidemic. The objective was to study the mucocutaneous manifestations of secondary syphilis in patients attending the STD clinic at the Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education & Research Chandigarh, India, during the last decade and to compare them with other similar studies published during the 1980s. All patients who were diagnosed with secondary syphilis in our STD clinic from 1990 to 1999 were examined and investigated. Serological response was measured at 3, 6, 9, 12, and 24 months post-treatment or until serological negativity was reached. Fifty-three patients (males = 34, female = 19) during this period were found to have secondary syphilis. The most common symptoms were as follows-skin rash 38 (71.7%), lymphadenopathy 26 (49%), persistent chancre 4 (7.5%), nodular syphilides 2 (3.8%), lues maligna 2 (3.8%), patches in the oral mucosa 6 (11.3%), condylomata lata 14 (26.4%), split papules 2 (3.8%). Five patients had a thin and conspicuous genital scar of the healed primary chancre. Three patients were HIV seropositive (1 patient each with lues maligna, lichenoid, and nodular syphilides). With the spread of the HIV epidemic, atypical muco-cutaneous manifestations of secondary syphilis may be seen more frequently than before and may pose problems in diagnosis. In the present study, six patients had atypical manifestations, and three of them were HIV seropositive.